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ably reinforced by Coleridge, whose 'Aids to
Reflection' was a favourite companion that
summer, serving more than any other influence
to disenchant the shallow causal conception of
Brown. Mere invariable antecedence seemed not
enough to realise the ideal of an active or veri-
table cause; an invariable antecedent is not
as such responsible for effects: responsible acts
must be independent of the necessitation of
nature. We all disclaim responsibility for what-
ever we cannot help being or doing. If I
cannot help my volitions being what they are,
because I am not their originating cause, I can
neither be praised nor blamed for them, nor for
their resulting good or bad consequences. The
conception of an originating cause, as essentially
efficient and teleological, exemplified only in acts
of intending Will, was thus beginning to super-
sede the mechanical conception due to Brown
and Hume.

It was in this summer of 1838 that I discovered
the two essays of Sir William Hamilton in the
'Edinburgh Keview/ on our negative conception
of Infinity, and on Perception of what is external.
Hamilton was now in the Logic chair. I had
heard his inaugural address in November 1836.mmonly erroneous.n of priority, which the things
